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Guidance for Interpretation
Author's Note:

We as readers sometimes go so deeply into the psychological implications of tarot that we lose sight of 

the fact that the cards are excellent tools for sorting out "actions" or "positions" that a querent can pursue 

when seeking practical solutions to a problem. So here is an "action-only" spread that isn't intended for 

the "thinks/feels" kind of question. I also created this spread because I've been thinking about how small 

spreads might be expanded through internal associations rather than by adding more data (clarifier cards, 

shadow cards, base cards, quint cards, etc.).

I call it the "Three-Point Landing Spread" after the aviation jargon for a perfect runway landing in a 

small plane: all three wheels touch down at exactly the same instant. In this spread, if all three of the 

positions (Action, Reaction and Resolution) are in perfect harmony, the querent gets a flawless "three-

point landing" regarding the outcome of the situation.

Significator: A card chosen to represent the querent. Alternately, a card selected to describe the 

nature of the question or matter under consideration.



Use of a significator allows examination of three secondary interactions in addition to the main narrative 

shown by Cards 1 through 3. Paired with card 1, the Significator shows initial alignment, or what the 

situation has going for (or against) it; with card 2, it shows relative openness of the situation to outside 

influences; with card 3, it shows how much satisfaction will be gained from the outcome. In all cases, 

recognizing these factors can empower the querent to alter behavior or attitude as necessary to obtain the 

most  beneficial result. Positive or neutral pairs are optimistic, negative pairs are pessimistic, and mixed 

pairs are variable according to the nature and strength of the focus card.

Card 1: Action The type of action the querent is advised to pursue or avoid (adjusted for alignment).

Positive card, upright: This action is strongly encouraged.

Positive card, reversed: This action is recommended with reservation.

Negative card, upright: This action is not favorable for success.

Negative card, reversed: This action is moderately unfavorable but may be mitigated.

Card 2: Reaction The stimulus of external circumstances or the influence of other people 

in response to the action (adjusted according to degree of openness).

Positive card, upright: The querent's actions will be bolstered by circumstances 

and/or actively supported by other people.

Positive card, reversed: The querent's actions will receive a mixed reaction and/or 

support from other people will be deferred pending further consideration.

Negative card, upright: The querent's actions will most likely be spurned and/or 

other people affected by the actions will react unfavorably.

Negative card, reversed: Response to the querent's actions – even if neutral - will be 

different from what was sought, and may be delayed, while other people affected 

by the action may be unable or unwilling to commit their support.

Card 3: Resolution The upshot of the interaction between external forces and the querent or 

the circumstances of the question (for good or ill depending on the querent's 

original objective).

Positive card, upright: The outcome will be the best possible for the querent's 

purpose, as modified (intensified or diminished) by the nature of the other two cards.

Positive card, reversed: The outcome, while middling-to-good, will be less than 

desired or may be delayed, complicated or unexpected.

Negative card, upright: The outcome will be largely unsympathetic to the querent's 

purpose, as modified (aggravated or mitigated) by the nature of the other two cards.

Negative card, reversed:  The outcome will be neutral or moderately disappointing; 

the querent will have to settle for less than complete satisfaction.

Read Cards 1, 2 and 3  as a narrative “story” with a beginning, middle and end: “What should I do and 

how should I do it? What will help or hinder? What will happen?” Note that this is an ideal opportunity 

to use elemental dignities: the numbered cards supply the “focus” of activity and the Significator card 

acts as a “modifier” in each case, offering (or withholding) support according to its degree of elemental 

agreement. 

The beginning (“Action Phase”) is entirely within the querent's power to make or break; the “Opening” 

pair shows how well (or poorly) he or she is situated to do that. 



The middle (“Reaction Phase”) requires the querent to contend with external forces; the “Connecting” 

pair shows how much (or little) cooperation is forthcoming in support.

The end (“Resolution Phase”) reflects the fruits of the querent's labors; the “Closing” pair shows 

whether or not he or she is well-positioned to make the most of the results.

For the purposes of this spread, the following cards are considered negative: among the Trumps, the 

Hanged Man, Death, the Devil, the Tower and the Moon; among the small cards, the Fives, the Sevens, 

the Eights and the Tens. If not used as the Significator, neutral cards can be viewed as either positive or 

negative depending on the influence of adjacent cards. The court cards are generally neutral unless 

reversed or ill-favored by elemental dignity; the other neutral cards are the Fool, the Magician, the High 

Priestess, the Hierophant, the Lovers, the Hermit, Justice, Temperance and Judgement, the Twos, the 

Fours, and the Nines. All other cards are treated as inherently positive by nature. These qualities were 

derived from the qabalistic correspondences of the Golden Dawn and Aleister Crowley. Not all of the 

small cards uniformly represent their type (for example, the 10 of Cups is not obviously negative), so 

outliers must be handled with discernment; there is a valid reason for their classification.

Example Reading

The question asked was "What should "S" (a struggling artist and waitress) do to get a more satisfying, 

better-paying job?"

The chosen significator was the 3 of Pentacles (“Work”): the "plan of action" for the proposed new-job 

initiative.

Card 1 was the Ace of Cups (numerically positive and upright)

Cards 2 was the Page of Pentacles rx (neutral and reversed).

Card 3 was the 9 of Wands rx (numerically neutral and reversed)

Elementally, this spread is well-aligned: all of the cards are either friendly (in a "negative polarity" way) 

or neutral and mutually supportive, so it's comfortable but not especially dynamic. The Ace of Cups 

offers a hopeful beginning, but reversal tends to undermine the development of the other two more 

neutral cards.

The Ace of Cups has difficulty getting any momentum going. and the 3 of Pentacles is still thinking 

about strategy rather than pushing it along. "S" has been staying in her comfort zone ever since 

graduating from art school in 2008. She works just enough to (eventually) pay her bills and hangs out 

with her social circle the rest of the time. She lives in Wilmington, NC, which the younger crowd there 

calls "Neverland" because nobody of that age group ever intends to grow up. Regarding the "Opening 

Pair," a non-aggressive "focus" card - even though numerically active and positive - backed by a neutral 

modifier has no real incentive to venture out.

The Page of Pentacles reversed is not only neutral, it's "stuck in neutral;" as an external influence it 

shows that the denizens of "Neverland" are all too willing to keep "S" in the fold. The positives of this 

card - reliability, economy, good work ethic - while present, are trumped by social considerations and 

further derailed by reversal. There may be a hint of conscience here (a positive Cups card followed by a 

neutral Pentacles court card) but there is no dynamic "driver" in the combination. The "Connecting Pair" 

of two Pentacles - Page and Three - is conducive to material growth supported by a favorable business 

climate if and when the dazed Page wakes up and gets its feet on the ground.



The 9 of Wands reversed shows that "S" will most likely continue to battle debt collectors for the 

foreseeable future. The 9 of Wands is neutral - it's (just barely) managing to keep the wolf from the door 

- although there is a gradually dawning awareness that certain promises are made to be kept. However, 

reversal suggests that it's more about "keeping one's head above water" than making any real progress. If 

Wands are about "enterprise," this one isn't making much of a splash in that regard. Although they are 

neutral and mutually supportive cards from an elemental perspective, the reversal of the Page of 

Pentacles and the 9 of Wands results only in non-productive "wheel-spinning." The "Closing Pair" - 

Nine and Three - constitutes a neutral focus card backed by a positive modifier, but the energy of the 3 

of Pentacles isn't sufficient to raise the sights of the 9 of Wands, which is locked in self-absorbed 

"survival mode."

The bottom line is that the practical "plan of action" did not gain much traction in the rest of the spread. 

The tone of the reading is rather uneventful and "quiet." It looks like no major change for the better is on 

the horizon.

Technical Notes:

The positive/neutral/negative analysis is something I'm constantly fine-tuning. There are several ways to approach 

it. The most obvious one is polarity: Wands and Swords are positive and active; Cups and Pentacles are negative 

and passive (as are their underlying elemental correspondences). That gives them a certain assertiveness on the 

one hand and receptivity on the other.

A second way is numerical: odd numbers are active because they are seeking balance, even numbers are passive 

because they are trying to maintain it; this balancing act is constantly in flux, never static for long.

A third way is by Tree of Life correspondence: Minor Arcana cards that represent numbers high on the Tree and 

centered on the middle pillar are the most positive, those that are lower on the Tree and off-center are "tainted" by 

impure and unbalanced exposure to the material world and therefore more negative.

A fourth way is via Pythagorean attributions (One is the monad or point, all potential and no direction - a place to 

begin from but not an active expression in its own right; Two is the duad or line, the first impulse to strike out 

from the center - it shows linear reciprocity like that of a metronome; Three is the triad or surface, showing the 

two-dimensional plane scribed by revolving the end of the line around the center - thus the idea of progress and 

development). The correspondences go up to 10 (and beyond) but they start to wander away from what is useful 

for tarot interpretation after Five or Six.

The small cards that I made negative (5, 7, 8 and 10) and positive (Ace, 3 and 6) were so described for qabalistic 

and numerological reasons; 2 and 4 became neutral because they're limited in their growth potential and range of 

motion, while the neutral 9 relates to the variability of the lunar cycle. The court cards, independent of their suit 

polarity, I decided to make neutral since any one of them can be "all things to all people." If they are reversed or 

ill-dignified elementally, I shade them toward negative; if they are adjacent to and supported by positive, 

energizing cards, I shade them the other way. Deciding what should be neutral was the hardest call. I hedged my 

bets by saying they can take on the coloration of adjacent cards more readily and to a greater degree than the 

solidly positive and negative cards.

For the Major Arcana, I made some semi-arbitrary decisions: The first three Trumps are neutral because they 

operate at an abstract and rarefied level that is above mundane considerations of positive and negative; the 

Empress and Emperor are positive because they are actively involved in the fabric of everyday existence; the 

Trumps that imply value judgments were made neutral because those can go either way. The negative Trumps are 

the obvious ones from standard usage, but I added the Moon because of its illusory "false light" connection. The 

rest of the positive Trumps also include the "usual suspects," plus a couple whose astrological associations 

seemed to merit it.


