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The Lost & Found Spread

This spread blends tarot techniques with the discovery methods of horary astrology to determine 

the general location, specific placement, relative visibility and, in some cases, present condition of 

misplaced items, thereby enabling their recovery. The layout provides the tools to locate the item 

in relational space (nearer, farther, higher, lower, etc.), while the card interpretation attempts to 

pinpoint the item's “hiding place” in more precise terms.

The first step is to select a “focus” item to represent the missing article, and also to serve as the 

querent's physical “marker” in relational space, from which the direction and distance to the 

item's location are derived. This can be an object with properties sympathetic to the nature of the 

missing item or a card (not necessarily from the same deck) that generally indicates its qualities. 

Lenormand cards with their more mundane representational images work well for this.

Place the focus item on the table in a central position.

Shuffle and cut the deck in the usual way, allowing for reversals.

Starting from the “East Point” (Position #1), lay the cards in a counter-clockwise circle around 

the focus item, with one card at each of the cardinal and ordinal compass points (E, NE, N, NW, 

W, SW, S and SE).

Next, note which cards are reversed. These cards generally show less likely spots to look for the 

item. They are provisional “No” answers, only to be pursued if searching the more likely 

locations fails to turn up the item.

Refer to the suggested card meanings for all of the “Yes” positions to determine which have the 

greatest potential for producing useful leads. Trump cards should generally take priority (unless 

they give decisive “No” testimony in their own right), followed by court cards (which can tie the 

item to a person or that person's place in the home). The minor cards (Ace through 10) should be 

considered last; these can show whether the item is isolated or accompanied by other items, its 

relative distance – beyond just “near” and “far” - from the querent, what it could be next to and 

what its present physical condition might be.

Some of the Trump cards perform specific functions in the spread. If the Magician (associated 

with the Hebrew letter Beth, meaning “House”) appears anywhere in the spread, regardless of its 

practical significance in the reading, it's a positive sign that the item is in fact still somewhere in 

the home. If the Sun appears, the item will most likely be found outdoors – “under the Sun” - in 

the direction shown. The Fool can mean that the item has been carelessly thrown away, the Tower 

that it has been destroyed or damaged beyond repair, and Judgement that it has permanently 

passed out of the querent's hands.

Search for the item in the direction and at the distance from the querent indicated in the layout, 

fine-tuning the search to focus on areas specifically highlighted by the cards. The “compass” 

orientation should be considered a general “pointer” - for example, the eastern side of the house - 

and not a narrowly-defined area. “Left,” “Right” or “Center” means within the room being 

searched. “Near” and “Far” are relative terms. Upon failing to locate the item, move on to the 

secondary location(s) shown by the “No” cards. If the item still doesn't surface, consider deriving 

a “quintessence” card for a “roll-up” answer or performing another reading at a later date.



The Lost & Found Spread
Suggested Card Meanings*

Some Suggested Meanings for the Trump Cards

The Fool: It may have been carelessly discarded and is gone for good; nursery; child's room.

The Magician: It is most likely inside the home; on or near a table; with “tools” of some sort.

The High Priestess: It's probably well-hidden; in a closet, cabinet or box; with books or documents.

The Empress: Possibly near a door; kitchen; dining room; bedroom; living room; laundry room, garden.

The Emperor: It could be elevated (atop something); with hats/headgear; near a wall; in the “man's room.”

The Hierophant: It could be in a study, library or office area; near a “shrine” of some sort.

The Lovers: Your “significant other” saw it last; someone borrowed it; near a window or on a high shelf.

The Chariot: It might be in the garage or in the car; near a barrier of some sort.

Strength: It wants to be found and will probably “pop up” on its own.; near a mirror or grooming area.

The Hermit: It's probably by itself, wherever it is; near a lamp or in a high place; “utility” room; pet area.

The Wheel of Fortune: It may have changed locations at least once since you last saw it; a “lucky find.”

Justice: Recovery is uncertain due to the many variables involved; near a dresser or dressing-table.

The Hanged Man: It's hanging up somewhere; near water (bathroom, kitchen, outdoor faucet, etc.) 

Death: Buried in a pile of worn-out things; with the trash; in a dark place; “junk” room or drawer.

Temperance: It could be mingled with other items used for a similar purpose; “hidden in plain sight.”

The Devil: It's where you know it isn't; much confusion surrounds its disappearance; possibly stolen.

The Tower: It could have been destroyed or damaged; probably no longer usable if found.

The Star: One of your friends may have it; near the computer or TV; in a “bright” place.

The Moon: It isn't where you're positive you saw it last; partially concealed; underneath something. 

The Sun: It's likely to be outside the home; in a yard or outdoor area; a sunny spot; probably visible.

Judgement: It's “gone to meet its maker;” probably time to buy a new one, if available.

The World: It's certain to appear after you've turned everything upside down – twice! Be persistent.

Some Suggested Meanings for the Court Cards:

King: In the den or “man cave;” in the workshop; your husband, father or grandfather has it.

Queen: In the bedroom, kitchen, dining room, laundry room; your wife, mother or grandmother has it.

Knight: With the sporting or outdoor equipment; in the exercise room; an older child or older sibling has it.

Page: In the child's room, in the TV or game room; a younger child or younger sibling has it.

Some Suggested Meanings for the Minor Cards

Wands: Near the fireplace, stove, heater or furnace; near the walls.

Cups: Near a source of water (sink, toilet, washer, etc.) in a “soft” place (couch, bed, etc.).

Swords: Near a window, bookshelf or desk; with the cutlery or cutting tools.

Pentacles: On or close to the floor; in a dark place; in the storeroom or pantry.

Ace through Five: By itself or with a small number of other items; in good-to-fair condition.

Six through 10: With several or quite a few other items; in fair-to-poor condition

An Ace can show that the missing item is near-at-hand, while a Ten implies that it is at some distance from 

the querent; distance increases as the numerical sequence evolves from Ace to Ten.

An Ace can mean that the search will be a short one, a Ten that it will be lengthy.

* These brief interpretations have been adapted for tarot from the work of John Frawley in The Horary Textbook (Apprentice Books, 2005).




