
“By The Numbers” Crisis Management Spread

Stagnation and Crisis

Card #4

“Slow”

Card #5

“Chaos”

Card #6

“Restart”
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Card #1

“The Truth”

Card #3

“Grow”
Significator

Card #7

“Test”

(Deal Card #1 face-down beneath the Significator )

Card #2

“Go”

Card #9

“Recharge”

Card #8

“Adjust”

Lessons Learned



Choose a significator card in advance to represent the querent or the subject of the 

reading and place it in the center.

Shuffle and cut the rest of the deck in your usual manner, using reversals if you wish.

Deal Card #1 face-down beneath the significator to reflect the idea that every problem 

contains the seed of its own solution. It suggests the “truth of the matter” that was there 

all the time but wasn't visible to the participants. Alternatively, if the significator 

identifies a person or a group of people, Card #1 may conceal realities that one or more 

of them subconsciously suspected  but couldn't quite put their finger on going in. (If you 

like, you can consider this position to show “hidden problems” and deal the “shadow” 

card from the bottom of the deck to populate it.) Reveal and read this card last as the 

“outcome.”

The sequence of the cards going clockwise from the lower-left corner follows the 

developmental path of esoteric number theory. The assumption is that things start with 

abundant energy and enthusiasm in most cases but inevitably encounter “growing pains”

for any number of reasons. The ability to regroup and recover is a measure of the 

stamina and commitment  of the participants. Strong cards in positions #6 through #9 

will support successful recovery, weak cards will cast doubt upon it. Typically, when this

spread is consulted, Cards #2 through #4 will most likely represent the “recent past,” 

Card #5 the “present” and Card #6 the best-case “near future.” It can also be used to 

provide an  anticipatory outlook for an activity that is in the planning stages or is just 

getting off the ground.

Read the significator card in combination with each positional card to show whether the 

central focus of the reading accentuates the action of the card in that position “for good 

or ill.” The comparative “rank” of each card in a set will reveal whether the “heart of the

matter” should win out over transient circumstances or whether core values may be 

compromised by the unavoidable facts of the situation. Elemental dignities can provide 

another valid measure of this interaction: friendly pairs will increase the potency of the 

“action” card, unfriendly pairs will diminish it and neutral pairs will either modestly 

enhance the effect or have no impact, depending on how you view them.

The “truth” card may provide either a pleasant or an unpleasant surprise. It can be read 

both as “the end of the matter” and as advice for making the most of the “lessons 

learned” from resolution of the crisis. Treat it as an end to one chapter and the 

opportunity for a “second chance” in the next chapter. Whether this offers a “reboot” of 

the same initiative or the start of an entirely new effort is dependent upon the nature of 

the card in that position.


